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NOVEMBER 2026

from Fr. George

The word philanthropy is a beautiful 

word that comes from two Greek 

words: philia, which means love, and an-

thropos, which means human being. 

Therefore, philanthropy doesn’t merely 
express doing good or o�ering charity; 
in a deeper sense it really means to love 
your fellow man, and to love him in the 
way that God loves humanity. 

This is why this appellation is so often 
applied to God Himself in our liturgical 
hymns and spiritual writings: God is O 
Philanthropos, the lover of humanity, and 
we who are named Christians, through 

our philanthropic acts, are to imitate 

Christ’s graciousness, benevolence, 

compassion, and love towards all peo-

ple.

November 1 brings to mind two great 
philanthropists: Saints Cosmas and Dami-
an. These brothers from the third century 
were trained in the medical arts and were 
also devout Christians. 

They used their gifts and the divine grace 
imparted to them to heal people of both 
their physical and spiritual maladies, nev-
er accepting money for their services. This 
is why they earned the name, anargyroi, 
that is, unmercenaries, or literally, ones 
who do not take payment.

Philanthropy 

in Our Lives

(continued, pg. 3)

(Look for full Fashion Show 

coverage in Dec. issue)

TheThe

ManyMany  

WaysWays

PhiloptohosPhiloptohos  

GivesGives
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APOSTLE ANDREW -  November 30

Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called (the �rst disciple of Christ) ordained 
Saint Stachys, the �rst Bishop of Byzantium (later, Constantinople), who 

was one of the Seventy Apostles. 

The Holy Apostles, or “�shers of men” (Matthew 4:19), and all the Saints after 
them burned with love for Christ and devoted their lives to Him. Saint Andrew 
traveled as far as Asia Minor, Thrace, and Macedonia. 

In each city that the Apostle preached, the pagans beat him and cast him out. 
Yet, he continued to preach the Word of God with courage. 

As Saint Silouan the Athonite says, “when Saint Andrew was threatened with 
death upon the cross if he did not stop his preaching, he answered: ‘If I feared 
the cross I should not be preaching the Cross.’” 

Apostle Andrew was cruci�ed on wood in the shape of an “X” because he did 
not consider himself worthy to be cruci�ed on the same kind of cross as Christ. 

While it was not the intention, “X” does happen to be the �rst letter of  “Christ” 
in Greek: Χριστός, and “X” has become the symbol of this Apostle. 

Pieces of the wooden “X” reside in Saint Andrew’s Church in Patra, Greece, 
which is the spot where Apostle Andrew was cruci�ed. 

Next to this Church, there is a water spring (Greek: αγίασμα), and it is said that 
this is where Apostle Andrew took his last breath in 66 A.D. 

Apostle Andrew is the patron saint of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople, where today His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is the 
270th descendent from Apostle Andrew.

feed the hungry

On October 6 our Philoptochos volunteers, Maria Patt, Vicki Diamantos, 
Teri Kafkas, Julie Backas, Rene Wonais, Sophia Pappas, Faye Adams & 

Sundy Urban, made 150 sack lunches to “Feed the Hungry” at Annuncia-
tion Cathedral.  

Paul & Julie Backas 
went to Annunci-
ation to hand out 
the lunches to the 
homeless.  

The Holy Apostles 
Philoptochos is 
committed to this 
initiative 3 times 
a year. 
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It is no wonder then that the Philoptochos Society has these saints as their patrons, for the word philoptochos means love of 

the poor.  

This blessed organization (the largest Christian charitable women’s organization in the world) indeed expresses the unconditional 
and sel�ess love of God through its many, many good works, never expecting or taking anything in return except the inner experi-
ence of heavenly joy that comes from serving those in need in the spirit of Christian philanthropy.

We are blessed here at Holy Apostles to have the Philoptochos, which serves so many of our fellow human beings in so many 

di�erent ways. 

We are also blessed as a holy community to possess the general Christian virtue of philanthropy, supporting many organizations 
and e�orts through every member’s loving contribution, whether it be through one’s time, talent, or treasure.

The Church is to be “a light to the world” (Matthew 5:14), radiating the truth and love of Christ everywhere. 

Let us keep that �re bright through our continued philanthropy and through all of our parishioners’ greater involvement in all of 
our ministries. The opportunities to serve and to do good in Christ’s Name are ample!

With love in Christ,

+ Fr. George

Philanthropy  (continued)

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY - NOV. 22

“Each of you should give what you have  

decided in your heart to give, not  

reluctantly or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

				    – Corinthians 9:7

NATIVITY FAST 

NOVEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 24

During the Nativity Fast or Advent, which is the 40 days from November 15 until 
Christmas, the Church encourages us to intensify our spiritual lives in order to ready 

our souls and bodies for the Feast of Christ’s First Coming. 

We do this through fasting, prayer, almsgiving, Holy Confession, and increased attention 
given to “preparing for His coming”, to make sure we’ve done what we can to make a “�t 
dwelling place for Him” in our hearts and lives.

During this sacred period of preparation, the Divine Liturgy is o�ered every day.   
Please take advantage of the increased amount of services to sanctify your souls and to 
also make sure to go to Holy Confession. 

Your priests are always available to hear confessions, which is not an optional Sacrament, 
but necessary, for through Confession we receive God’s mercy and forgiving grace.
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Philoptohos Membership Kick-OffPhiloptohos Membership Kick-Off

Our Philoptochos ladies had a wonderful time at 

our Membership Kick o�/General Meeting on 

September 22 at The Purple Pig in Oak Brook.  

Presentations were given by representatives from 

our upcoming Fashion Show bene�ciaries, St. Iako-

vos Retreat Center & One Million Degrees.

Holy Apostles Christmas PageantHoly Apostles Christmas Pageant
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 

We are pleased to announce that the chil-
dren of Holy Apostles will be presenting 

the annual Christmas Pageant on December 
14. 

Kindergartners through third graders will 
play the silent roles of the characters in the 
Nativity scene. 

Fourth through eighth grade students will 
sing traditional Christmas Carols for the pro-
gram, some serving as narrators. 

High school students are encouraged to 
sign up to be assistants. 

Information will be mailed to all Sunday 

School students in mid-October with com-
plete details of rehearsals and forms to regis-
ter to participate. 

Even if you signed up on an online form, 
please return the paperwork.

Non-registered youth are welcome to perform. These forms will also be available at church. The �rst rehearsal will take 
place on Sunday, November 1 when parts will be assigned.

An informational table will be set up in the multipurpose room on October 18 and October 25 for registration as 
well. Please feel free to contact Sandy Pihos, Pageant Director, with any additional questions or for more information at: 
 christmaspageant@holyapostleschurch.com or call/text 630-640-5811.

mailto:christmaspageant%40holyapostleschurch.com?subject=
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Caregivers Support Group

TO CARE FOR THOSE WHO ONCE CARED FOR US 

IS ONE OF LIFE’S HIGHEST HONORS.

 A Holy Apostles Ministry

Tuesday, November 10 
1 PM - Philoptochos Room

Please Join Us For  

Discussion & Coffee

Please contact Kathy Ste�enson at gkste�@gmail.com or Val Dranias at valdranias@aol.com with any questions. 

We hope that you will join us.

FALL 

		  FEST
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HOLIDAY 

COLLECTION FOR 
TOYS & GIFTS

to benefit families assisted by the Family Shelter 
Service of DuPage

P L E A S E  D O N A T E  T O  T H E  P H I L O P T O C H O S

Philoptochos volunteers shop and deliver items directly to the shelter 
where victims of  domestic abuse have an opportunity to select a 

special Christmas gift for members of their families.   

 DONATE IN PERSON EVERY SUNDAY IN NOVEMBER
AFTER LITURGY

 SEND YOUR CHECK TO THE CHURCH OFFICE MADE
OUT TO "HOLY APOSTLES PHILOPTOCHOS" and note
"TOY DRIVE" in the memo

 ONLINE AT www.tinyurl.com/haphilo2501

 SCAN THE QR CODE

Please consider helping us to make the holiday season brighter and happier for 
these families - Thank you!
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parish council meeting highlights

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEPTEMBER 17 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

PC SECRETARY: PATTY PAPPAS   EDITED BY: VAL DRANIAS

President James Maragos called the meeting to order at 7:36 PM. Father George Dokos o�ered the opening prayer. Mike 
Para�nk led the recitation of the Holy Apostles Mission Statement.

“The mission of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church is to proclaim and live our Orthodox faith as One Church and One 
Body of Christ through worship, ministries, education, and youth guidance. For we walk by faith, not by sight (II Corinthians 

5:7).”  

Steven Milak moved to approve the August 20, 2026 Parish Council Meeting Minutes. Bill Leider seconded the motion. Mo-
tion carried unanimously. Sandra Pihos moved to approve the August 30, 2026 Parish Council Special Meeting Minutes. Bill 
Leider seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Correspondence: Patty Pappas - Patty reported on the Correspondence received. Lurie Children’s Hospital sent a letter 
thanking the Parish Family Ministry for providing care packets to patients. Hodges Loizzi provided a billing summary of pro 
bono legal services by Attorney Vanessa Clohessy. The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America con�rmed that Holy Apos-
tles is included in its Group Exemption and is exempt from federal income taxes. An invitation was received for the 75th An-
niversary Gala of Holy Taxiarhai and Saint Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church on October 18, 2026, at Concorde Banquets.

Father George distributed “The Cross,” a handout about Russian dissident Aleksander Solzhenitsyn and his experience with 
the Cross in Soviet labor camps. Council members read excerpts and participated in a brief discussion.

Ministry Reports

Financial – Report by George Antonopoulos: August typically results in a loss; however, the parish recorded a $77,000 sur-
plus. Stewardship was ahead by $99,000. The Finance Committee will review the results next week. The operating account 
increased from $943,000 at the beginning of the year to $1,020,000 at the end of August. The capital account increased from 
$556,000 at the beginning of the year to $602,000 at the end of August. Sandra Pihos moved to enter Executive Session. 
Michael Para�nk seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. The Parish Council entered Executive Session.

The Parish Council subsequently concluded Executive Session and resumed regular session.

Stewardship – Report by Steven Milak: Stewardship collections are approximately $100,000 higher than last year. Year-end 
results will clarify how much remains after operating expenses and can support capital needs. The median pledge is $700. 
Members emphasized the need for substantially higher pledges. Stewardship Month will proceed in November as planned, 
concurrent with the ongoing capital campaign. 

The Winkler Group’s capital campaign will focus on capital projects, while the annual stewardship appeal will continue to 
support parish operations. Members discussed increasing pledges and reaching non-stewards. The number of pledges is 
the second lowest in nine years. Father George sends quarterly letters to those without a pledge or payment, reviewing 
three years of records. Expanding that review to seven years was suggested.

Metric 2026 Total 2025 Totl % Change

Number of Pledges 624 635 -2%

Total Pledged $913,947 $810,812 +13%

Amount Collected $806,871 $713,341 +13%

Median Pledge $700 $600 +17%

Average Pledge $1,465 $1,277 +15%

Building & Grounds – Report by Chris Pepke/Norman Pomrening: Hill Mechanical inspected the HVAC system and found 
the Multipurpose Room (MPR) return blower malfunctioning. It was shut o�. Estimated repair and replacement costs are 
$10,000 and $25,000, respectively. Both air-conditioning units serving the church nave and MPR also failed today. Steve 
Savas was asked to arrange a follow-up evaluation by Hill Mechanical. 
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The Building & Grounds Committee is preparing a �ve-year capital needs list, categorized by health and safety, functionality, aes-
thetics, and other priorities. The list and supporting photographs will inform the capital campaign and donor discussions. Council 
members were encouraged to become familiar with it. 

An outside general contracting/consulting �rm is advising on capital priorities. The reserve study will guide the list of future needs. 
Members discussed informing parishioners of capital needs through the website, printed materials, posters, and conversations. 
The roof was cited as an example: although perceived as relatively new, it has approximately 14 years remaining of its 22-year lifes-
pan. Replacement is projected to cost $1.1 million with in�ation. Current reserves are insu�cient for such future expenses.

Ushering – Report by Ted Dres: Ted Dres will provide a printed ushering schedule on Sunday. With several ushers traveling, he 
reminded Council members to attend Sunday services. Father Nicholas reminded ushers to remain quiet and reverent during Holy 
Communion and avoid conversations with parishioners. Ushers should respect personal space and o�er physical assistance when 
needed or requested.

Technology - Report by Steven Milak: Heavy computer use in the youth o�ce has created a need for an additional computer and 
printing access for teachers. Steven Milak moved to allocate $1,300 for the purchase of a computer for the youth o�ce for use by 
our youth ministries. Seconded by Sandra Pihos. The motion was unanimously approved. The $1,300 shall come out of the $10,000 
technology grant previously received. Outsource Solutions, the parish technology vendor, was suggested to assess the remaining 
useful life of existing computers.

Old Business

Fundraising Committee – Report by James Maragos: James Maragos and Sandra Pihos will meet with the Winkler Group on 
Wednesday to negotiate revised terms for the Phases II and III consulting agreement. The goal is to �nalize the contract promptly 
and begin the next phase, including individual donor meetings. 

Members emphasized keeping parishioners informed of campaign progress and responding to questions as the next phase ap-
proaches. Findings from the Phase I feasibility study will be shared with parishioners. The Winkler Group o�ered to present brie�y 
at the Parish Assembly and answer questions.

Hellenic Academy – Report by Nicole Ostendorf: Sandra Pihos moved to enter Executive Session. Steven Milak seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carried unanimously. The Parish Council entered Executive Session to discuss Hellenic Academy sta�ng matters. 
The Parish Council subsequently concluded Executive Session and resumed regular session.

Golf Outing – Report by James Maragos:  The Golf Outing generated a pro�t of approximately $28,000. The event continues to be 
a signi�cant and consistent source of fundraising revenue for the parish.

Youth Worker Protection & Sexual Harassment Prevention Training – Report by Patty Pappas: Many youth programs and vol-
unteer activities paused over the summer. Regular youth programming has resumed with the new school year. Some volunteers’ 
required compliance training expired during the summer. Andrea San Luis is contacting volunteers to renew their compliance. 
Ministry leaders were reminded that volunteers may not work with children until fully compliant with Archdiocesan youth safety 
requirements.

New Business

Parish Council Candidates for 2027-2028 – Report by Sandra Pihos: An announcement seeking candidates for the Parish Council 
will be published in the weekly church bulletin. The Parish Assembly will elect the Board of Elections and Board of Auditors. Can-
didates with accounting experience will be sought for the latter. Peter Bell volunteered to recruit Parish Council candidates. An 
announcement will also appear in the Mosaic.

Chicago Bears Watch and Fall Festival - Report by Lou Kafkes: A seven-member volunteer committee is planning the October 
4 Chicago Bears Watch Party and Fall Festival, rain or shine. Children’s activities will include crafts, cornhole, Connect Four, Bozo 
buckets, and a fall-themed photo area. Games will be outdoors if weather permits. Organizers are contacting the �re department 
about displaying a �re truck or ambulance for Fire Prevention Month. 

Adults will watch the game indoors. Food will be provided by Joey’s Red Hots and the Little Red Donut Truck. The parish will guar-
antee food minimums totaling up to $1,000. Motion by George Antonopoulos to sign contracts for deposits on two food trucks, 
guaranteeing the food minimum totaling $1,000 for the Fall Festival. Seconded by Nicole Ostendorf. Motion passed by majority, 
with one nay. Drinks: It will be BYOB, if anyone chooses to bring alcohol.

Hellenic College/Holy Cross Fundraiser - Report by Fr. George: The annual Hellenic College/Holy Cross fundraiser will be held No-
vember 5 at Empress Banquets to support scholarships for Metropolis of Chicago seminarians. Holy Apostles has purchased a table 
at this fundraiser in prior years. Motion by Steven Milak to spend $1,250 to purchase a table for the Hellenic College/Holy Cross 
fundraiser. Seconded by Patty Pappas. The Motion passed by unanimous vote.

(continued, pg. 10)
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Parish Assembly
	      October 18

Old Business

Ministry Fair - Report by Sandra Pihos: Members noted that the event di�ered from the traditional Ministry Fair. The event primar-
ily helped parishioners set up the church app, and printed instructions were available. Additionally, ministry booklets were made 
available for distribution. Several ministry leaders, primarily from youth ministries, would have preferred tables to engage families. 
Sandra Pihos will discuss a hybrid Ministry Fair format with Andrea San Luis. Members recommended earlier promotion and micro-
phone announcements at future fairs.

Key Dates

Monday, September 21: Finance Committee meeting chaired by Treasurer George Antonopoulos

Monday, September 28: Hellenic Bar presentation at 6 PM on obtaining Greek citizenship (Multi Purpose Room).

Sunday, October 4: Fall Fest/Chicago Bears Watch Event after Liturgy

Monday, October 5: Parish Council Finance Committee meeting

Saturday, October 10: Metropolis of Chicago Sunday School workshop, 9 AM–2 PM, on cultivating a prayer life; open to teachers 
and others.

Saturday, October 17: Philoptochos Fashion Show

Sunday, October 18: Parish Assembly at 11:30 AM, after Divine Liturgy. All Parish Council members are expected to attend.

Thursday, November 5: Annual Hellenic College/Holy Cross fundraiser at the Empress Banquets.

Father Nicholas o�ered the closing prayer. Sandra Pihos moved to adjourn the meeting. Steven Milak seconded the motion.

Motion carried unanimously. President James Maragos adjourned the meeting at 9:18 PM.
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Start your Christmas shopping at HARC Bookstore!  Come see 
us after Sunday Liturgy during Co�ee Hour, and see the many 

items including gifts, books, icons, and cards for all ages.

For all our customers we have a Rewards Program too! So, please, 
stop by after Sunday Liturgy in the back of the multipur-
pose room. See the many treasures we have for you. 

H.A.R.C BOOKSTORE

OPEN Every Sunday 

During Co�ee Hour

FOR SOMEONE SPECIAL:  

Incense burner: $10; Incense: $3

HOLY APOSTLES GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
2501 S. Wolf Road 
Westchester, IL  60154
(708) 562-2744

Address Service Requested

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
BELLWOOD, IL 
PERMIT #157POSTMASTER: Please deliver by the 15th of November

MEMORIALS

Peter (Panagioti) & Petrula Psyhogios
James & Zoe Peplos
Popi Kouropoulou

FUNERALS

Peter Garifalis
Matina Gatsos
Helen Karalis
Stephen Fattore

Sacraments listed are those known by the 15th of the previous month


