Transformed
by the Lord

I Iave you ever failed someone or disap-
pointed a spouse, boss, friend, or fel-
low employee?

What if we let down the One who gave
His life for us and disappointed the
Lord as St. Peter did?

On June 29, we honor him as well as St.
Paul. “Petros” (Peter) is another name for
rock. “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God,” (Matthew 16:16) Peter pro-
claimed publicly. “You are Peter, and on
this rock, | will build my Church,” (Matthew
16:18) the Lord replied.

After this “rock” boasted that he would
never leave Jesus, Peter watched from a
distance as the Lord was led away. Stand-
ing by the fire to warm himself, Peter saw
the High Priest try Jesus.

He had three opportunities to boldly
stand up for the Lord. Three times he de-
nied Him. When the rooster crowed, Peter
wept bitterly - a failure.

Imagine how Peter must have felt when
the resurrected Lord appeared to him.
Although Peter rejoiced that Jesus was
alive, he wondered how their relationship
would change.

(continued, pg. 3)
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(continued, page 4)
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KOUKLA'’S KAFENIO

e celebrated our seniors (especially the mothers!) on

May 9 at Koukla’s Kafenio with a wonderful lunch ca-
tered by Greek Islands, music and singing from our choir
and of course, Greek dancing!! Thanks to Cathy Magas and
Aleka Mandelaris for hosting this event and all the volun-
teers for making this such a special time for our Pillars &
Rocks!!

Philoptochos Thanks Yow!

t is with heartfelt appreciation that our Philoptochos chapter extends its most sincere thanks for your support! Without
the steadfast support of the Holy Apostles’ community, we simply could not fulfill our mission to help those in need. Your

assistance has been wide-ranging and amazing!

From your generous monetary contributions, your multiple volunteer hours, your enthusiastic support of the fash-
ion show, collections and programs, YOU make it possible for our chapter to help ease the pain of those in need.
Working as a team, Philoptochos and our wonderful Holy Apostles’ community were able to support several communities
and organizations through financial support, contributions of goods and participation in special events. These are some of

those that we helped this year.

+  Hydrocephalus Association

«  Greek American Rehabilitation & Care Centre
+ BEDSPlus

+  Bernie’s Book Bank

« Blankets of Love

«  DuPage People’s Resource Center

«  DuPagePads

+  Feed My Starving Children

+  Heritage Middle Schools/Operation Classroom
« Hillside Food Pantry

IOCC Dream Centers

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

Lurie Children’s Hospital

Metropolitan Family Services Holiday Shoppe

Orthodox Christian Fellowship
Poised for Success
Project HOPE

St. Basil's Academy
STARS Family Services

Jhank You!

FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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Transformed by the Lord (continued)

Sometimes we sin and wander far away from the Lord. We may
think, “Does God still love me after what | have done? Is there
still a place and purpose for me in His Kingdom?”

We overestimate our strength while underestimating our
need for others and the strength of the Holy Spirit. Peter was
sure that he would never forsake the Lord.

Sometimes we make claims that we will never sin as others
do. Peter demonstrates the danger in thinking this way. The
Church Fathers warn us to always be vigilant and watchful.

David never thought he would commit adultery. Solomon
never thought he would be caught up in idolatry. Peter
never dreamed that he would deny knowing Christ.

Paul warns us: “let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Peter was impetuous and overconfi-
dent.

The Rock was not as strong as he thought and was humbled
by the poor decisions that he made. This made him honest
about himself and his true spiritual condition.

Peter humbly met our loving; compassionate Lord and He
restored him. In the Gospel of John, Jesus asked Peter if he
loved Him three times.

The Scriptures utilize two different Greek words for love. First,
He asked, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love (agape {ayamoc})
Me more than these?” “Agape” is the highest form of uncon-
ditional, self-emptying love. Peter could not claim such a lofty
love.

He responded, “You know that | love (philo {(pA®}) you.” “Philo”
is a lesser form of love or brotherly affection. In other words,
“Lord, you know that | like you!”

Peter was honest. He admitted that he was not sure of his level
of love for the Lord. The second time yielded the same ques-
tion and response. The third time, the Lord changed the word
for love and asked, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love (phileis
{p\erg}) Me?” “Simon, do you like Me?” Jesus condescended
to Peter’s weakness. Our Lord accepted the level of love Peter
offered.

Sometimes we feel like Peter. The Lord is far from us, and we
have lost the desire to pray, read the Bible and attend Church.
We may be frustrated or angry with God.

Honesty is important when dealing with the Lord. When Pe-
ter acknowledged his true feelings toward the Lord, Jesus met
Him right where he was.

“The Church is a spiritual hospital” according to St. John
Chrysostom. Our doctor can only heal us when we admit and
profess our health problem. We are cured when we acknowl-
edge our weakness, illness and need of help. Peter failed three
times. Each time he was restored and healed by the Lord.

Later Peter experienced Pentecost — the coming of the Holy
Spirit. “I will give them one heart and put a new spirit within
them; | will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give
them a heart of flesh, so that they may follow my statutes and
keep my ordinances and obey them” (Ezekial 11:19).

After his restoration by the Risen Lord and experiencing the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit, Peter preached in Judea, Antioch, and
parts of Asia. According to the Book of Acts, 3,000 people con-
verted to Christ after Peter’s powerful sermon!

This former denier of Christ wrote two epistles and, in the end,
offered his life for Christ. It all began with Peter’s allowing the
Lord to change and restore him!

+Fr. Nicholas

CROSSEROAD

ORTHODOX YOUTH TAKE THE CHALLENGE

ABOUT CROSSROAD SUMMER INSTITUTE
CHICAGO | July6-16

CrossRoad is a ten-day academic summer institute that prepares high school
juniors and seniors to make big life decisions and invites them to connect
with the Orthodox Christian theological and spiritual tradition in a deep and
meaningful way.

CrossRoad offers a space for young people to form authentic and lifelong

friendships, ask hard questions, and explore their calling as an Orthodox
Christian in the 21st century.

The CrossRoad Summer Program is designed for high school juniors and seniors who are interested in exploring their faith
and purpose from an Orthodox Christian perspective. It is open to young people from all walks of life, regardless of their
background or level of religious education. Whether you are new to the Orthodox Christian faith or were baptized as an
infant of the community, the CrossRoad Summer Program is a welcoming and supportive environment where you can deep-
en your understanding of your faith and connect with other young Orthodox Christians from across the country.

Learn more: https.//crossroadinstitute.org/crossroad-programs/crossroad-summer-program/
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE APRIL 2024 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
PC SECRETARY: VAL DRANIAS

Norm Pomrening called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. Opening Prayer: Father Georgiou. Norm Pomrening recited Mis-
sion Statement. Approval of Minutes: Val Dranias - Jim Maragos moved to accept the minutes of 3/21/24 and Patty Pappas
seconded. Unanimous approval.

Correspondence: Val Dranias — Thank you from Westchester Food Pantry for our donation of $800 from our Trivia Night;
Thank you from Marina Dimas for our $1000 donation for non-alcoholic beverages for YAL Chicago Conference (she in-
cluded pics); Request for a donation from the Westchester Fire Department for student materials for Westchester students
created by the National Fire Safety Council. Nick Kirkeles moved that we donate $300 to provide materials for 100 students,
Jim Maragos seconded. Unanimous approval; Letter from Metropolitan Nathanael regarding the future Metropolis Center.
The letter expressed concern that Holy Apostles did not notify the Metropolis in writing that we would not be making a
proposal. Norm has responded to His Eminence.

Ecclesiastical Report: Father Georgiou - Father Nicholas presented chapter 22 of Lenten Spring by Thomas Hopko for
discussion. It discussed the lust for power. The power and the glory are to obey God and believe that power is fulfilled in
meekness, and authority in service.

Ministries
Finance: Steve Milak - Treasurer’s Report - total cash in Capital and Operating Accounts as of 3/31/24 is $1,326,233.15.
Stewardship & Welcoming: Sandy Pihos - Stewardship Report for March

Our 482 YTD pledges are 1% more than the 479 we had by the end of March 2023. Our 462K pledged is 2% more than the
$642K we had received by the end of March 2023. Our 447K collected is 4% more than the $461K we had received by the
end of March 2023. Our median pledge is $700, 12% less that the $800 YTD March 2023 median pledge. Our average pledge
of $1,353 is 1% more than the $1,340 YTD March 2023 average pledge.

Stewardship/Welcome Committee Meeting Report: June 29 Fifth Saturday Serve project will be Operation Backpack
with Philoptochos. Looking for schools that would benefit from the program. August 31 Fifth Saturday Serve will be activity
kits for Lurie Children’s Center, Westchester. Spring Fest is on the calendar for Saturday, May 18.The 5K run will be June 15
at 8:30 am. The proceeds will go to Lurie’s of Westchester with the approval of the Missions Committee. White Sox Greek
Heritage Night is Thursday, June 6. Deadline to purchase tickets is April 26. The Ministry Booklet has been emailed to the
Stewardship and Welcome Committee for preview. It will also be mailed out to Ministry chairs for review of their descrip-
tions. Getting printing quotes for color copies. This will be an asset for the Ministry Fair in September

Building & Grounds: Chris Pepke moved that we construct a brick fence to enclose the AC, Sandy Pihos seconded. Unani-
mous approval. A/C Progress Update: Economizer parts have been ordered. System taken care of with the installers — now
right size. Advertising B&G Projects - looking to put info into the Mosaic and Weekly News. Garbage Company Transition
- signing contract with Lakeshore Recycling. Thank you to Chris from Bill Leider for his hard work.

Technology: Chris Pepke and Steve Milak fixed a network issue. New Wi-Fi in MPR. We should receive a technology grant
by the end of May.

Ushering: George Chechopoulos reported on Locking Up Church - Usher in charge must make sure to check all doors
and windows, plus make sure that everyone is out of the church before setting alarm. Trays on Palm Sunday, Good Friday
& Resurrection Services

1. Palm Sunday - 1. Holy Apostles; 2. IOCC; 3. Tray in narthex for flowers
2 Good Friday - 1. Holy Apostles; 2. Holy Cross

3. Resurrection - 1. Holy Apostles; 2. Holy Apostles

4 Digital Usher Schedule - please check
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Greek School: Lena Theotikos

Raises — Lena Theotikos moved to accept the raises proposed for the Greek School teachers and principal; Nick Kirkeles seconded.
Unanimous approval. New furniture needed — Updates in furniture for the classrooms will cost $4200. Coordination with Sunday
School is also needed. Lena Theotikos moved that tuition for 2024-25 school year be the same for members and non-members. It
will be raised to $950 for 1 child, $850 for the second child, $750 for the third child. Val Dranias seconded. Unanimous approval. Mo-
tion to budget up to $800 for 2025 parade float. Unanimous approval. Motion to budget up to $2,000 for furniture needs - tabled.
Formal proposal will be made in the future.

Missions: Norm Pomrening reported that Feed6 - 1/11/24. Project Mexico — James Clohessy - Motion made by Steve Milak to fund
up to $1500 matching funds to what James collects for Project Mexico, Sandy Pihos seconded. Unanimous approval.

Young Adults: Chris Pepke
iii. YAL Sox Game - YAL will have their own game.

iv. YAL Coffee Hour - successfully hosted a Coffee Hour.
V. Size of YAL - currently 41 members.
vi. Telos — May 18 TELOS mentorship event. Panel of mentors. Event will be open to other churches in the Metropolis.

Old Business:
Rewording of Prior Motion: Steve Milak

Steve Milak made the following motion on advice of counsel: MOTION: To rescind the motion from the January PC meeting, “to
increase Alexa Cussick’s salary by $290 a month to cover her health insurance’, for the purpose of using accurate wording, and
immediately replace it with a motion reading “to increase Alexa Cussick’s compensation by $290 a month for health insurance”
Seconded by Bill Leider. Approved with 2 abstentions.

Altar Boy Robes: Father Georgiou: we are now working with a Romanian vestment maker.

Book Week Recap: Father Georgiou: MPR room was full for Sunday night’s speaker. $4,000 sold during the week.

New Business:
Holy Week Overview: Nick Kirkeles

Step Through Week — Nick provided a Holy Week Ushering Protocol. Kouvouklion - if weather permits we will be taking the por-
table kouvouklion outside, Candle Sales Responsibilities for Good Friday Services, Holy Saturday, Resurrection, & Agape — Sandy
Pihos has coordinated. Outdoor Sound System Responsibilities — Steve Milak and George Zurales.

Goal of Shortening Parish Council Meetings: Norm Pomrening - Info out by email prior to the meeting. Can we do that?
Google Drive for Parish Council: Chris Pepke - Chris will set up.
Next Meeting: Tuesday 5/14
Key Dates:

Holy Tuesday with HEMN - 4/30

Metropolis Oratorical Festival at HA - 5/11

5K Race -6/15

Clergy Laity - 6/30 thru 7/4

Golf Outing at Seven Bridges — 7/8

Picnic - 7/28
Closing Prayer: Father Georgiou
Adjourn: Norm Pomrening at 9:40 pm

Not in attendance: Father George Dokos, Peter Bell, Emilia Linardakis, Andrew Kraulos
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oly Apostles Philoptochos members and parishioners volunteered at

Feed My Starving Children in Aurora on April 13 for a Lenten service
project.

The specially formulated meals packed during their volunteer session will
provide 104 children with a daily meal for one year.

The meals were shipped later in April and are on the way to Romania and
Liberia. Meals packed in November 2023 have been delivered to recipi-
ents in Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Panama.

Contact Emily Rehn at platovalentine@hotmail.com or 708.369.9365 for
more details.

NEXTVOLUNTEERIDAY:
SAIF8/10
OF10:45AM

Chns Klpp, Aprll Huspen
‘ Ellie Sage

Thanks
toall
the volunteers!

“A generous person will be blessed, for he gives some
of his food to the poor.” ~ Proverbs 22:9

”-

Paul Kipp, Jeff Sage, Sophia Pappas, Stacy Kafkes,

Ellie Sage Katherin Wong, Katina Pilagos

HA ANNUAL FAMILY PICNIC
SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, JULY 28

Immediately Following
the Divine Liturgy

Look for more details in upcoming issues of
The Weekly News and Sunday Bulletin
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Easter Drive-By Food Sale
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Thank you to Debbie Chiganos and Laura Pepke for chairing the Philoptochos Easter Drive-By Food Sale which generated a profit of
approximately $3,700!! These proceeds will go towards our Operation Classroom initiative.

Red Eggs for Pascha - Thank You!

T e -
FRONT ROW (L TO R):Sandy Kotsakis, Maria Patt, Chrisie Alex, Sundy Urban, Sophia Pappas, Anne Theophilos, Vicki Diamantos, and
Faye Adams. BACK ROW : Nora, Katy, and Anna Fisher, Helen Geanon

Thank you so much to all the parishioners that donated red eggs and to those that helped wrap them on Good Friday after the Royal
Hours service. Over 660 red eggs were donated! These eggs were then wrapped in tulle and distributed after both the Anastasi and
Agape services. Philoptochos appreciates your support!
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Save the Date!

HOLY APOSTLES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
ANNUAL FASHION SHOW & LUNCHEON

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2024

Drury Lane | 100 Drury Lane | Oakbrook Terrace, IL

The event will begin at 11:00 am with a cash bar and general raffle viewing. Silent Auction and Luxe Raffle prizes will be
offered beforehand online and during the luncheon. The lights will flicker at 12:00pm to call the guests to the delicious
luncheon and the Zzazz Productions Fashion Show.

Under the direction of Tracey Tarantino, the Zzazz team combines the best of choreography, fashion production and live tal-
ent performances. The Luncheon & Fashion Show is the primary fundraiser of our Holy Apostles Philoptochos. The majori-
ty of the proceeds will support two primary beneficiaries, Easterseals DuPage & Fox Valley and CrossRoad Institute.

The mission of Easterseals DuPage & Fox Valley is to ensure that children with disabilities and their families are empowered.
They offer pediatric therapy services throughout West Suburban Chicagoland to help children and their families reach their
goals and achieve new milestones.

The mission of CrossRoad Institute is to offer programs for young adults rooted in the rich theological and spiritual tradi-
tion of Orthodox Christianity. They are dedicated to helping young people deepen their understanding of their Orthodox
Christian identity.

Proceeds will also be reserved for our Metropolis and National commitments, our programs and for other avenues of giving.

Reservations will begin on Saturday, September 7, 9:00 am, in the Holy Apostles multipurpose room. To select and
reserve a table in person, one must have payment for a full table (8 - 10 per table). Our chairwomen, Pam Crouthamel
and Nicole Kubesh, and their committee members are very excited to welcome you on October 19.

THE HOLY APOSTLES CAREGIVERS
SUPPORT QROUP

Tuesday, June 11
1PM

TO CARE FOR THOSE WHO ONCE CARED FOR US Phl|0ptOChOS Room
IS ONE OF LIFE’S HIGHEST HONORS.

Please Join Us For Discussion & Coffee!

Please note that we will not be meeting in July and August.
We will resume meeting on September 10.

Please contact Kathy Steffenson at gksteff@gmail.com or Val Dranias at valdranias@aol.com with any questions.
We hope that you will join us.



mailto:gksteff@gmail.com
mailto:valdranias@aol.com
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One picture for
the scrapbook ...

and one more with attitude! :-)

“Your talent determines what you can do. Your motivation determines how much you
are willing to do. Your attitude determines how well you do it" — Lou Holtz
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Holy Apostles Annual oli Outing

MONDAY, JULY 8, 2024

Seven Bridges Golf Club - Woodridge, IL
Bag Drop and Lunch beginsat 11 AM
Shot Gun Start at 12:30 PM - Scramble Format for Team Play

Registration

Adult Golf and Dinner $190 Golfer and dinner fees include lunch, 18 holes of golf (scramble for-

. mat) with a GPS cart, a complimentary treat bag including a sleeve of
Youth Golf and Dinner (must be under 21) ....5100 balls, and a buffet dinner. Silent and live auction items will be avail-

Dinner Only (all ages) $80 able to the highest bidder, as well as our Grand Split-the-Pot Raffle.

A special raffle will be held for those that complete the forms with
payment by June 15th.

Name of Golfer 1:

Name of Golfer 2:

Name of Golfer 3:
Name of Golfer 4:
Name of Golfer 5:

Sponsorships
SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Proceeds from this event will help fund the many needs of our church'’s ministries. We appreciate your support in help-
ing make this annual event a success. A special raffle will be held for those that complete the forms with payment
by June 15th.

Platinum Sponsor $2,500 to $10,000

Includes a full golf package for four, plus a large banner displayed at the reception area during lunch and at the bar
before and during dinner.

Gold Sponsor $1,150
Includes full golf package for four, plus an Exclusive Hole Sponsorship (a $1,310 value).
Exclusive Hole Sponsor $550
Golf Cart GPS Advertisement Sponsor $250 YES! Sign me up as a sponsor:
Hole-in-one Sponsor $250 Nam?:
Hole Sponsor $175 e-mail:

Sponsorship Level:

Payment Options

Payment by Credit Card for registration, dinner or sponsorships (Click on link or scan QR Code):
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZMDZ/home

Payment by Check: Check payable to Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church.
Registration Questions: Contact Dr. Jim Maragos at 708-651-4421 or jmmdds4513@gmail.com.
Sponsorship Questions: Contact Peter Poteres at 630-334-4040 if you have any questions.



https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZMDZ/home
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LEAVETA'KING OF PASCHA

First Annual Oinner Celebration

5PM ANASTASI ORTHOS
JUNE 11, 2024 6PM ANASTASI LITURGY

CELEBRATION DINNER FOLLOWING

HOLY APOSTLES GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH | 2501 South Wolf Road | Westchester, IL

Reservations Required:
Scan QR code or FHosted by:

visit BROTHERHOOD OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE
Holy Apostles Men'’s Ministry

JUNE

Saint Demetrios, Chicago IL June 7-9
Saint Sophiq, Elgin IL June 7-9
Annunciation Cathedral Chicago IL June 14-16
Saint Demetrios, EImhurst IL June 14-16
Saint Nicholas, Oak Lawn IL June 15-16
Holy Cross, Justice IL June 21-23

Saint Nectarios, Palatine IL June 21-23
Holy Trinity, Schiller Park IL June 28-30

JULY

Saint Demetrios, Libertyville IL July 12-14

All Saints, Joliet IL July 13-15

Saint Andrew, Chicago IL July 13-14

Holy Taxiarhai-Saint Haralambos, Niles IL July 19-21
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HOLY APOSTLES GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

2501 S. Wolf Road
Westchester, IL 60154
(708) 562-2754

Address Service Requested

Sacraments listed are those known at time of publication

POSTMASTER: Please deliver by the 15th of June

MEMORIALS

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

BELLWOOD, IL
PERMIT #157

BAPTISMS

Sofia Caplanes

Bess Chechopoulos
Demetra Karvelas
John Apostolakos
Angie & Peter Fikaris
Helen Gangas
Marilyn Mathews
Virginia Sikavitsas

George Alex

Christ Dangles

John & Dolores Maheras
Louis & Vickie Nicholas
Demetra Phelus

FUNERALS

Donald Alexander
Constantine Karkazis

Maria Pentaris

Craig Ernst

Arthur Gershenzon
Alexia Pappas

Nikos Pyrros

Audrey Hatch

Spiro Kass

Demetra Theotikos
Penelope Danos
Anastasia Gregule
Dimitri Mihalopoulos
Alek Tyburk

Greg Karalis

Michael Parafink
Alfred Wendland
Nina Magas

Georgia Fountoulakis
Lee Zachos

Andrew Poteres
Nikita Bolchert

Madison, daughter of Joseph and Alexandra Domenico
Sponsor: Staci Lampros

Theo, son of John Tracey and Lia Ottolino
Sponsor: Nicole Ottolino

Emma, daughter of Bret & Alexis Laughlin
Sponsor: Nicholas Stryker

Catherine, daughter of Greg & Alexandra Hart
Sponsor: Tommy Tsaganos

Stephanie, daughter of Nick & Vanessa Kladis
Sponsor: Andrew Kladis

Josephine, daughter of Tyler and Stephany O'Donnell
Sponsor: Samuel Newton

BIRTHDAYS

Jett Jacklin
Georgette Tolen

Zoe Biesanz

Patricia Liston

Mia Niforatos
Christopher Chiganos
Christine Kipp

Dean Melonides
James Melonides
Panayiota Vuong
Kallista Wiseman
Dana Kamilis

Helen Karalis
Anastasia Mandelaris
Zoe Petrakos

Owen Rous

George Theodoropoulos

Antonia Danek
Theodora Demetralis
Nikodimi Dokos

Jaclyn Paladie
Eiley Peckhart
James Deligiannis
Diki Kolimbiris
Charles Burdeaux
Eleni Pitsilos
Jimmy Spagoletti
Konstantinos Vatianou
Nicholas Fiflis
Marianna Georgiou
Elisabeth Anos
Margaret Anos

Leo Fotos

Alex Kritikos

Sam Kritikos
Arthur Landorf
Paulina Andre
Nicholas Petrus
Alicia Sage

Eric Gustafson

George Pontikis
Kristi Chiganos
Tina Dillon

Jeffrey Voelz

Alex Magdalinos
Alex Thiakos
Penelope Athas
Nicholas Fattore
Eleftheria Gregory
Melina Kyroudis
Nunzio Micele
Garen Toloken
Dionisia Tzoumas
George Demetralis
Janet Dimitri
Megan Savas
Nicholas Stathopoulos
Kate Demakis
Cleo Pappas

Helen Schafer



